

Third Grade---Mrs. Ellen Waggoner
School Phone:
642-2016
Teacher Hours:
8:15 A.M. - 3:45 P.M. 
Student Hours:
8:55-3:30.  Students arriving after 8:55 must report to the office before coming to the classroom to get a tardy slip.  Arrival time begins at 8:40.
Parent/Teacher Communication:

Open lines of communication are essential to your child’s education.  Please feel free to call or email anytime. You may also send in a note or write a message in your child’s agenda.  To contact me during school hours, it is important that you call 642-2016 and talk to the school secretary who will either put you through to me during non-instructional times or to my voice mail during instructional time.  If you reach my voice mail, I will return your call as soon as possible, however, due to time limits during the day your call may be returned outside of school hours.  You may also reach me by email at waggonere@fairfield.k12.pa.us .  Thank you for your patience!  
Parental notes are needed for:
1. Missed school (when absent please send a note the next day)

2. Medication to be taken at school (original container please). A note to the nurse should accompany the medication.  I cannot give medicine or cough drops.
3. Transportation changes.  This is very important!  Often children do not tell me until the end of the day about a change and then it is too late to call and investigate the child’s information.  I rely on parent communication.

4. Picking up your child early for an appointment

5. Participation in an after school activity (Ex: Good News Club, Brownies, Cub scouts)

6. To stay inside for recess due to an illness

7. To be excused from physical education class

Parent Pick-Up:

If you need to pick your child up during the regular school day, you will need to go to the elementary office.  The secretary will call down to the room, and I will dismiss your child to meet you in the office.  If I know the exact time of pick-up I will make every effort to have your child in the office for your arrival.
Early Inclement Weather Dismissals:  Please confirm with your child plans for transportation home when an early dismissal due to inclement weather occur. Often students are excited or confused on these days and forget your procedure. This disrupts the learning process as well as tying up phone lines.

Missed School Days Due To Illness:  
Missed class work will be sent home the day the student returns to class. Work can be completed in accordance with the District Policy. Assessments will not be given if the student has not had the materials being tested, but assessments may be given in spelling or math after short-term illnesses. If the student has a long term illness, please contact me and we will discuss how best to help the student upon him/her returning to school.
Class Schedule:

Arrival time 8:40 – 8:55

Announcements, Morning Work and Review


*Students have morning work to complete daily upon arrival.  It consists of a math

number of the day problem and a writing prompt.  As the year progresses, morning work will also include daily analogies and/or vocabulary practice.

Math

Science/Social Studies

Specials operate on a five day schedule.

· Day A-Music
· Day B-Art 

· Day C-Library 
· Day D-Tech, Guidance
· Day E-P.E.

Recess

Language Arts (word study-spelling, phonics, and vocabulary; reading-whole and small group; grammar and writing)

Lunch 1:00-1:30 

Language Arts continued 

Recess

Language Arts continued 

Dismissal 3:30-3:35 

Snacks: 

Students may bring a snack to school to eat after our morning special. Snacks should be nutritious and something that can be eaten while working, as our schedule is very tight.  Water bottles are allowed to be in the class all day.
Language Arts Curriculum:

Our reading series is an integrated approach.  The Language block in the classroom will include Reading, Phonics, Spelling, Creative Writing and Handwriting (mid-year cursive will be taught).  Reading will be taught as a whole group lesson and as small-guided reading lessons.  
As part of the daily homework, your child will be asked to read 10 minutes each night and to record the main idea of what was read.  The log should be kept in your child’s homework folder so it can be retrieved easily.  I will check the logs during the week.  Please sign the logs every night.
Math Curriculum:

The elementary is using an updated activity-based program called Everyday Mathematics. Homework will be an integral part of the program.  It is strongly suggested that parents review the homework with their child each night.  Before each math unit I will send home a Family Letter. This letter is very important because it contains background information on the unit skills and the answers to the math homework. The students will place their homework in their homework folders. We will review homework the day it is due. It is very important that the folder is returned to school every day. 

Social Sciences Curriculum:

We will alternate between units in Social Studies and Science.  The main units of the series Social Studies Alive are geography (one example-landforms), government, economics (one example-types of resources), community service, and history.  Major science units include living things, ecosystems, solar system, matter, energy, and earth/rocks/water. 
Homework:


· As stated above in the math section, we have math homework daily in third grade.  The skills found on the math homework have been covered in math class but students may still need parent help.
· A language arts worksheet will be assigned for homework daily.
· If students do not complete daily work, they will be expected to finish these assignments as well as assigned homework.
· Study for spelling, social studies, and science tests as needed.
· Study math facts (addition, subtraction, and multiplication up to 12).
· Reading Log-Students should read 10 minutes every night and complete the reading log.  Students must include the title of the book, the main idea of what is read during that time, and a parent signature. Please keep the reading log in your child’s homework folder.  A new one will be given monthly.
Agenda Books:

Students copy homework assignments into a composition book.  After checking the homework please sign the book and send it with your child the next day.  Homework is assigned Monday-Friday.  Homework usually consists of math, reading, and spelling.  If no homework is assigned, that too can be found written in the agenda book.  The four day specials schedule was also copied on the first page of the agenda.  If the book is misplaced you may write a note stating the student completed homework.
Grading Policy:

We use the standard A to F grading system on third grade report cards.  Report cards are sent home quarterly in report card folders. Please keep the report card and return the folder signed as soon as possible. You may also check your child’s grade at any time through the online grade book.
Discipline Policy:

In order to provide our students with the excellent educational climate they deserve, the school has developed a set of rules and beliefs that will be in effect at all times. These rules are called our Code of Conduct or Shield.  The Fairfield Shield is posted in the classroom. Students have been made aware of rules and consequences.  Students will be reminded of the rules daily.  If a student breaks a rule the following actions will be taken by the teacher:
1.  Teacher reminds the student about the rule. We use a chart in the classroom to assist students in monitoring their own behavior.
2.  Student and Teacher privately discuss the student’s behavior.  Final warning given.

3. Student completes a Think Sheet.  One copy is sent home.  Parent signs this copy and it is returned to school.  If the copy is not returned, I will call home to report the infraction.  

4. If a student continues to disregard rules (and this is rare in Third Grade!) a conference may be scheduled.  Please note:  if a student’s behavior results in hurting another or bullying is involved, a visit to the principal will be arranged immediately.
Classroom Rules:
1. Listen.

2. Follow directions.

3. Keep hands and feet to yourself.

4. Be respectful.

Conferences:

Formal conferences will be scheduled at the end of the first marking period.  The dates are November 17 (evening), November 22 (evening), and December 22 (day).  However, please feel free to contact me at anytime during the school year if you would like to meet and discuss your child’s academic and social progress. 
Book Orders:

I will be sending book orders home each month.  If your child would like to order something, please send the completed order form and the correct amount of money in a sealed envelope to school.  Writing a check is the safest way to send book money to school.  If you are writing a check, please make it out to the book company.  Do not make it out to the school or me.  Please be sure to put your child’s name on the envelope and the form.  All points earned are used to get books for our classroom library. Books generally arrive within 3 weeks.


Bookmobile: 
The Adams County Public Library Bookmobile comes to the school during the school year. Students with cards may visit the bookmobile to take out and return books. The student is responsible for the library card. Applications for cards can be found at the Fairfield Library.

Lunch Accounts:

All questions and concerns about lunch accounts should be addressed to the cafeteria or school office.  When paying for your child’s lunches please put all money/checks in an envelope with your child’s first and last name, classroom teacher and pin number. You may also place money in your child’s account online.  Mrs. Rudisill will be more than happy to assist any parent who needs help setting up an account or to answer any questions they may have.  Her number is 642-2019. 
Volunteers: 
All volunteers must have current clearances. Clearances are good for two years. Without this information volunteers cannot work in the room or accompany students on field trips. Clearance forms are available in the office.

Parties:

In accordance with our wellness plan it is requested that parents consider sending non-food types of treats (pencils, stickers, etc.) or healthy treats (snack bars, popcorn, 100 calorie packs, etc.) to celebrate birthdays or special occasions, rather than traditional treats. When planning a class party a note may be sent home asking if you would consider donating a specific item. If it is inconvenient for you to do so at the time, please do not feel obligated to participate. All foods sent to school must be prepackaged. Please be aware there may be food allergies in the class so ingredients need to be listed on the packaging.  This will help keep all of our students safe.

***Please note according to the elementary school procedures—Children may distribute birthday invitations only if every child in the class (or all students the same gender as your child) will be invited.  You may not send invitations to be distributed at school if you are limiting your guest list to only a selected few.  The school cannot provide parents with addresses or phone numbers of students. 

Thank you for coming tonight!  Let’s have a Great Year! 
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Shield School Rules:


Show respect.


Hands and feet to yourself.


I am positive.


Everyone is safe.


Listen and watch.


Do your best.











